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423-337-1493 

Six inmates at the McMinn County Justice Center have earned HVAC 

certification through a new training program offered in partnership with 

Cleveland State Community College.  

Funded by a $1 million state grant, the jail now has an onsite lab for 

HVAC and welding. The recent bootcamp marked the first training ses-

sion, with participants earning EPA Section 608 certification. Welding 

training will follow later this month. The program targets inmates al-

ready working outside jobs and aims to improve employment opportuni-

ties after release while reducing repeat offenses. 

Inmates Earn HVAC Certification Through 
New Jail Program 

 The City of Athens Public Works Department an-

nounces the following traffic notice: 

The intersection affected is MATLOCK 

AVENUE AND CRESTWAY DRIVE. 

Currently there are STOP signs located on 

Crestway Drive. Effective the morning of 

Monday, June 30, there will be STOP 

signs in place on Matlock Avenue. This 

will make the intersection a 4-WAY 

STOP. 

Motorists are advised to watch for new signage in 

this area and to use caution at this intersection. For 

more information, please contact the Office of the 

Public Works Department at 423-744-2745. 

 The Athens Utilities Board Budget and Finance 

Committee will meet on Thursday, June 19 at 11:30 

am.  

Community News You Can Use 

Students and representatives from Cleveland State and the justice center celebrate the HVAC bootcamp 

graduation. Pictured back row left to right: Kayla Crowder, MCJC Grants & Programs Coordinator; Tyler 

McDonald; MCJC Sergeant Dusty Breeden; MCJC Lieutenant Jason Bautsch; Jason Walk; Dr. John 

Squires, CSCC Vice President of Economic & Institutional Development. Front row left to right: Chelsea 

Falana, CSCC Workforce Development Coordinator; Joseph Murphy; Dorian Simpson; Brandon Raper; 

Ben Croft;  Jason Taylor, CSCC HVAC Instructor. 

 

Help for Addiction  to 
Alcohol, Drugs,  
Tobacco, Bondage, 
Anger Management 
and more Life Issues.  
 

Free outreach deliverance classes 
are held every Thursday 7:00 pm at  
Planted in Christ Outreach Fellowship  

317 Maple Street, Athens.  
 

For more information: 423-435-8986                                  
HOPE to see you there! 

http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
https://www.andersonhvacrepair.com/
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.tvfcu.com/
http://www.hiwassee.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Planted-In-Christ-Outreach-Fellowship-100081674791226/
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1379368079944573


Starr Regional Medical Center has welcomed two experienced cardiologists, Dr. Maurice Alston and Dr. Selcuk Tom-

bul, to its growing medical staff. Both physicians are now seeing patients at Starr Cardiology Associates in Athens, 

bringing advanced cardiovascular care closer to home for residents of McMinn County and surrounding areas. 

Dr. Alston, an interventional cardiologist, offers minimally invasive procedures for treating coronary ar-

tery blockages, peripheral vascular disease, and venous thromboembolism. He also focuses on managing 

congestive heart failure and other conditions associated with cardiovascular disease. His training includes 

a cardiovascular fellowship at Ohio Health Medical System and an interventional cardiology fellowship 

at The Ohio State University. Dr. Alston is a fellow of the American College of Cardiology and serves on 

one of its national committees. 

Dr. Tombul brings expertise in a broad range of cardiovascular conditions, including coronary artery dis-

ease, heart failure, hypertension, and circulatory disorders. He also performs diagnostic procedures such 

as echocardiograms, vascular ultrasounds, cardiac catheterizations, and pacemaker implants. He com-

pleted his cardiology fellowship at Virginia Commonwealth University and continued training at the 

Medical College of Virginia Hospitals. 

Starr Regional CEO John McLain said the addition of both doctors supports the hospital’s commitment to expanding 

specialty care in the region. He described Alston and Tombul as ―skilled clinicians‖ with a deep dedication to their pa-

tients and to improving heart health in the community. Starr Cardiology Associates is located at 711 Cook Drive in Ath-

ens. Source: Brandi Armstrong, Starr Regional Medical Center 

Two Cardiologists Join Starr Regional to Expand Heart Care Services 
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 TCAT is accepting applications 
for an Associate Instructor for 
our new Cosmetology Program 

Please go to https://
careers.tbr.edu/jobs/associate-
instructor-cosmetology-athens-

tennessee-united-states 
to apply. 

 

https://registration.clevelandstate.cc/
https://careers.tbr.edu/jobs/associate-instructor-cosmetology-athens-tennessee-united-states
https://careers.tbr.edu/jobs/associate-instructor-cosmetology-athens-tennessee-united-states
https://careers.tbr.edu/jobs/associate-instructor-cosmetology-athens-tennessee-united-states
https://careers.tbr.edu/jobs/associate-instructor-cosmetology-athens-tennessee-united-states
https://www.uwmcminn-meigs.com/golf/tournament
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
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Tennessee Wesleyan University's head cross 

country and track and field coach, Michael 

Basuini, is stepping down after eight years with 

the program to pursue opportunities outside of 

college athletics. 

Basuini joined TWU in 2017 as an assistant coach and took over 

as interim head coach in 2021 before being officially named head 

coach in 2022. Under his leadership, the programs saw signifi-

cant success, including 41 NAIA National Championship qualifi-

ers and a national title in the women’s triple jump in 2023. That 

same year, the women’s outdoor track and field team finished 

second at the Appalachian Athletic Conference Championships. 

The cross country teams also sent five runners to nationals during 

his tenure. 

Before becoming head coach, Basuini helped guide two 

men and five women to the NAIA Cross Country Champion-

ships, coached a national champion 4x100m relay team, and 

mentored 35 All-Americans in track. 

Basuini will assist with the transition as TWU begins the search 

for a new coach. 

Basuini Steps Down as Head Coach of 
TWU Cross Country and Track Programs  

Vanderbilt quarterback Diego Pavia is 

turning heads — and raising eyebrows in 

Knoxville — after confidently declaring 

the Commodores will take over college 

football in the state of Tennessee by the 

end of the 2025 season. 

During a recent appearance on the Bussin’ With The Boys Podcast, Pavia 

boldly claimed Vanderbilt will be the state’s premier program: 

―Vanderbilt is gonna run Tennessee after this year,‖ he said, adding that 

Nashville’s appeal and Vanderbilt’s strength in NIL deals will make the 

school a top destination for recruits. The 24-year-old quarterback is enter-

ing his sixth season of college football after a Tennessee judge granted 

him a preliminary injunction allowing an extra year of eligibility. His 

journey includes two seasons at New Mexico Military Institute, two at 

New Mexico State, and a transfer to Vanderbilt last year with head coach 

Jerry Kill. In 2024, Pavia threw for 2,293 yards and 20 touch-

downs with only four interceptions, while rushing for 801 yards 

and eight more scores. 

Despite his strong season, the Commodores fell to the Volunteers 36–23 

last year in Nashville after leading early. To back up his bold prediction, 

Pavia and Vanderbilt will need to beat Tennessee head-to-head — a chal-

lenge set for November 29 in Knoxville. With his comments now making 

waves, expect plenty of buzz around that matchup. Source: On3.com 

Vanderbilt QB Diego Pavia Declares Com-
modores Will “Run Tennessee” in 2025 

http://www.wyxi.net/
https://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
https://www.facebook.com/WYXIam1390
https://www.on3.com/college/vanderbilt-commodores/news/diego-pavia-proclaims-vanderbilt-will-run-tennessee-after-this-season/
mailto:mailto:radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
http://www.dynastypoolsandspas.com/


 

“59 Years of Dedicated Service”                                                                                                                       
Jerry E. Smith, LFD, 1010 S. White Street ● Athens 

A Complete Funeral Home, Chapel & Visitation Rooms                                                               
A caring staff of professional, licensed directors  Only the best quality funeral supplies  

Made in the U.S.A.   Any type of service you desire  We serve all faiths.                   

We offer pre-planning service  Competitive pricing  Locally owned & operated. 

 

Pamela Ware, 75 of Riceville, passed away on Friday, 

June 13. She was a member of Double Springs Baptist 

Church. She had a deep love for all kinds of animals. Origi-

nally from Wisconsin, with her creativity, she was a small 

business owner, running the This & That knickknack store 

in downtown Milwaukee. She later sold her homemade 

crafts online through her Old Hippie website. Graveside 

services will be held Friday, June 20 at 2:00 p.m. in Double 

Springs Baptist Church Cemetery, 116 County Road 776, 

Athens. Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of 

arrangements. 

Pamela Marie Tolleson, 60 of Niota, passed away on 

Thursday, June 12. Pamela enjoyed her free time reading 

books, listening to music, playing on her computer, and 

spending time with her grandchildren. There will be a cele-

bration of life hosted by the family at a later date.  Com-

panion Funeral & Cremation Service of Athens and the 

Cody family are honored to assist her family with these 

arrangements  

Joseph Settle Peck, 76 of Delano, passed away peacefully 

at his home on Monday, June 9. He served 30 years in the 

United States Navy, enlisting as an E1 and retiring as a 

Lieutenant Commander. After his military retirement, Joe 

continued to support the FBM (Fleet Ballistic Missile) pro-

gram for another 10 years as a senior manager with Lock-

heed Martin in Silverdale, WA. Joe’s life was defined by 

loyalty, laughter, and love, a legacy that will live on in the 

hearts of all who knew and loved him. A memorial service 

will be held at 3:30 p.m., Saturday, June 21, at Trinity Pres-

byterian Church, 1780 Stuart Road NE, Cleveland, TN. 

Family will receive friends from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., 

Saturday prior to the service. Bordwine Funeral Home of 

Etowah is in charge of arrangements. 

Obituaries 
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We encourage you to e-mail community events, 

church news, or other items of interest for possi-

ble use in The Morning Fax. If you take a newswor-

thy photograph,  send it to: wyxiradio@gmail.com 

https://smithfuneralandcremationservicesofathens.com/
http://www.wyxi.com/
https://www.lwf.org/radio
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com

