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30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Over 120 Styles of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring
Cozy Carpeting and Beautiful Hardwood
The Best Scratch Resistant Laminates

12ft & 16ft-wide Sheet Vinyl

Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy
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Athens, Tennessee

Three dead following Riceville Fire

Fire destroys home on

Three people died in an early morning house fire in
Riceville on Tuesday, February 11, according to the
Riceville Volunteer Fire Department. The fire hap-
pened on County Road 4 at 5:30 a.m. on Tuesday
morning. Hillsview Rural Fire Department responded
to the scene first; the Riceville Fire Department also

aided in extinguishing the fire. Morning Fax’

Today’s News. This Morning.

A spokesperson with the Riceville Fire Department
stated:

“Once the fire was put out, it was confirmed that a
family of three had died,” “The house is considered a
total loss.”

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is assisting,
as the cause of the fire is still under investigation.

Source: WATE

County Road 883 in Etowah

A home on County Road
883 was engulfed in
flames late = Thursday
night, with fire crews re-
sponding to the scene at
approximately 10 p.m.
Residents were in the liv-
ing room when they no-
ticed flames near a win-
dow by the chimney. At
the same time, a passerby
knocked on the front door, warning them that the roof was on
fire.

The occupants attempted to extinguish the

Morning Fax plaze, but it quickly became uncontrollable. By

fomanan RN the time the first fire unit arrived, the structure

was fully involved. Firefighters from multiple agencies, includ-

ing Etowah Rural Fire, Etowah City Fire, Englewood Rural

Fire, Claxton Fire, and EUB, worked to contain the blaze. The
McMinn County Sheriff’s Department also responded.

Etowah Rural Assistant Fire Chief Kevin Elliott led the emer-
gency response. No injuries were reported, and an investigation
is underway to determine the cause of the fire.

Photo by Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural Fire Department
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We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

Are you ready to protect your
financial future?

Hugh Willson*
Financial Services Professional
NYLIFE Securites, LLC
423-299-1080
hmwillson@ft.newyorklife.com

@ 423-507-9487 If it's not listed,
423-744-0121 call us!

Let Traci help with
your 401K rollover.

Traci White

Athens Branch Manager
1314 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303
423-634-8310
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McMinn County
Living Heritage Museum

T

Qpcoming Events

“,QISTORY FOR LUNCH

BRING YOUR LUNCH AND LISTEN TO
CANDACE “RITTY NGER
OF A

PREE cordafiond

Programs sponsored by C. Scott & Muriel 5. Mayfield Famils Arts C
Willson Family Foundation, and City of Athens

ion, Hugh M.

Hours:

Tuesday - Friday: 10 AM -5 PM .
Saturday: 10AM -1PM More Information
Sunday - Monday: Closed X
522 W Madison Ave.

Admission: Athens, TN 37303
Adults: $5.00 o ¥
Senior 60+: $3.00 423-745-0329
Students: $3.00 www.livingheritagemuseum.org
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Your One Stop Shop

SEE US FOR YOUR
METAL ROOFING NEEDS

723 Congress Parkway S.

Buffy 423-435-8714

les Viny;
Sh‘“ utters &st{) Shakes

Wlndows & Shutters

Micah 423-506-1249

Carlos Hammond, 86 of Athens, passed away on
Saturday, February 15. He spent over 60 years in the
car business. The family will hold a private grave-

side ceremony on Friday, February 21%. A drop-in
Celebration of Life will be held on March 16™ from
2 - 4 pm in the Tyler Center of Central Baptist
Church. Smith Funeral & Cremation Services of
Athens is honored to serve the family of Carlos
Hammond.

Charles Stanley "Plow" Key, 64, passed away on
Saturday, February 15 in Loudon. Stanley had a pas-
sion for the Tennessee Volunteers and never missed
an opportunity to cheer them on. He also enjoyed
playing Rook, a game that brought out his competi-
tive spirit. Memorial services will be held at a later
date and announced by family. Companion Funeral
Home of Athens and the Cody Family are pleased to
assist the Key Family during this tough time.

Lonnie Eugene “Gene” Gates, 84 of Bradley Coun-
ty, passed away on Friday, February 14. Gene was a
former employee of Magic Chef in Cleveland. He later
co-owned Ed’s Meat Packing and was also part-owner
of G & H Stables, where he raised and trained racking
horses. Gene was a devoted member of Cedar Springs
Baptist Church. A Remembrance of Life Ser-
vice celebrating Gene’s life was held on Wednesday,
February 19 at Jim Rush Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vices Wildwood Ave. Chapel in Cleveland. The family
held a visitation on Tuesday evening from 5:00 PM
until 8:00 PM at the funeral home. Following the ser-
vice, Gene was laid to rest in the mausoleum of Sunset
Memorial Gardens.

John Dale Woodcock, 67 of Knoxville and formerly
of Athens, passed away on Thursday, February 18 in
Franklin, Tennessee. Arrangements are incomplete at
this time.

TENNESSEE WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY

CRIMINAL

JUSTICE CLUB

FUNDRAISER

Tuesday, March 11 from 6-7:30PM
Johnson Event Center in Colloms
$10 for guests/$5 for students
Light refreshments provided
Come hear the story of Jeffry Skaggs: a cold

case solved!

Featuring special guest speaker and national
award-winning journalist Phil Williams

A Tennessee True Crime Story

Mattress
& More
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JIM'S MATTRESS & MORE
4751 NEW HIGHWAY 68, MADISONVILLE / 423-545-9497
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WEATHER FORECAST

Thurs. Night - Mostly Clear.
Low 15

Friday - Sunny. High 37.

Fri. Night - Partly Cloudy. Low
19.

More Weather at: wyxi.com

Starr Regional Hosts
“Healthy Community Lunch & Learn”

Starr Regional Medical Center will host its first “Healthy
Community Lunch & Learn” event for 2025 on Friday,
February 28 at 12 p.m. on the Athens campus. February
is American Heart Month and Maurice Alston, DO,
FACC, interventional cardiologist, will discuss hyperten-
sion — its causes and treatment options. The event is free
and lunch will be provided. Pre-registration is encouraged
and those planning to attend may register at:
StarrRegional.com/event/104.

Starr Regional hosts the “Healthy Community Lunch &
Learn” series monthly, typically on the third Wednesday
at 12 p.m. The events feature discussion of a health-
related topic and are open to anyone wishing to attend.
The location alternates between the Athens and Etowah
campuses. )
Morning Fax

Today's News. This Morning.
For more information on these events, go online to:
StarrRegional.com/events

or email: starr.cares@lpnt.net.

Last Call for Leaf Vacuum Collection

The City of Athens Public Works
Department announces Leaf Vacuum
Season last call for loose leaf pick up:

The City of Athens Public Works
Department has finished the second
round of leaf collection. The final
round of loose leaf collection is from
Wednesday, February 19 through Friday, February 28,
2025 at 2:00 p.m. Please place loose leaves curbside, 3 to
5 feet from the edge of yard and up

into your yard now for pick up. Call Morning Fax
The City of Athens Public Works De- fodwis e This Morine
partment at 423-744-2745 to be placed on the list of pick-
up locations. After Friday, February 28, 2025 leaves must
be bagged for collection.

Bagged leaves are picked up throughout the year during
the brush/junk route pick-ups.

For more information, please contact the Office of the
Public Works Department at 423-744-2745.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING *F= WEEK

www.AthensBarnCenter.com

NG) enem

VICKIVA
CELS

MOORETAGENEY,
RAIES [FEAWE S

WE SUPPORT: THE
FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
AND THEIR COMMITMENT/TO
EDUCATION, GROWTH, AND

COMMUNITY

9 W Madison Avenue
Athens, TN 37303
(423) 264-1003

HELPING AREA HOMEOWNERS SINCE 1991
VICKIMOOREAGENCY.COM



https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
http://www.wyxi.net/weather.htm
http://www.athensbarncenter.com/
http://www.vickimooreagency.com/
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.StarrRegional.com/event/104
http://www.StarrRegional.com/events
mailto:strr.cares@lpnt.net

9451 BUY! THE  MRINGSINGE 197
M -
SELL! TRADING POST

- MORNING SHOW
TRADE!  withd.p. vasquez

A 50-year-old Chattanooga man has been arrested and charged with attempted first-
degree murder after allegedly stabbing his sister eight times inside a daycare where she
| worked, with children nearby.

Hamilton County Sheriff's deputies took Reginald Dewayne Woods into custody on
Tuesday. According to an affidavit, the attack occurred on November 4, 2024, at Crea-
tive Learning Academy on 4th Avenue. Authorities say Woods entered the daycare
through an unlocked kitchen door and confronted his sister in an office, demanding
money from a recent $17,000 settlement.

Witnesses reported hearing the victim shout that she had already given Woods his Morning F ax
money before screams for him to stop. Investigators say Woods then pulled out a knife " ™ Momne
and stabbed her multiple times in the chest and head.

Following the attack, a witness saw Woods discard the knife in a nearby yard before fleeing in his SUV. Au-
thorities later recovered the weapon. The victim survived the attack and provided information from the hospi-
tal. Woods now faces charges of attempted first-degree murder and aggravated burglary.

Source: WTVC News Channel 9

StarrRegional

MEDICAL CENTER

Future Farmers of America

Starr Regional Medical Center salutes our
area members of Future Farmers of America,

. . : their leaders and their families
Cultivating the Next Generation during National FFA Week.

Of Agriculture Leaders!

J
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The No. 2/4 Tennessee Volunteers continued their dominant start to the season with a commanding 29-4 victory over UNC Asheville
on Tuesday night at Lindsey Nelson Stadium. The Vols (4-0) posted their fourth consecutive run-rule win, tying their highest single-
game scoring mark under head coach Tony Vitello, matching the 29-run output against Iona in 2022.

Every Tennessee starter recorded at least one hit and scored at least one run, contributing to the offensive explosion. The Big Orange
launched five home runs, with Dean Curley and Dalton Bargo each hitting two, while Gavin Kilen added his first in a Tennessee uni-

form.

Bargo played a pivotal role in the Vols’ nine-run second inning, blasting a solo homer and a grand slam to give UT a commanding
lead. He became just the fourth player in program history to homer twice in a single inning.

The Vols' pitching staff continued its dominance, tallying 12
strikeouts while allowing just one walk. Three pitchers—Nic
Abraham, Tanner Wiggins, and Brayden Krenzel—made their
Tennessee debuts, with Abraham earn- .
Morning Fax’

ing the win in relief.
Today's News. This Morning.

Tennessee looks to keep its momentum going this weekend as it
hosts Samford for a three-game series starting Friday at 4:30
p.m. All games will be streamed live on SEC Network+ and the
ESPN app.

Source: UTSports.com

McMinn County District Game Times

The McMinn County Lady Cherokees will begin district tourna-
ment play this Thursday night vs. Rhea County at 7:30 PM. All
district tournament games are at Walker Valley High School.

Morning Fax The McMinn County Cherokees will begin their

e district tournament play this Friday night vs.
Cleveland at 7:30 PM. All district tournament games are at
Walker Valley High School.

Source: Shane Sewell

FROM THE FIELDS TO THE BARNS, OUR YOUNG FARMERS
ARE THE BACKBONE OF TOMORROW’S HARVEST.
WE SALUTE THE FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA,

NURTURING OUR NATION ONE CROP, ONE GALLON, AND
ONE HERD AT A TIME.

Mmake it in mecminn

MeMinn"County Economic Development Authority

makeitinmcminn.org

At the YMCA, we believe in growing strong
communities together.

This National FFA Week, join us in celebrating
the future of agriculture and leadership.

Just like the FFA cultivates the seeds of
leadership, the YMCA nurtures youth
development, promotes healthy living, and

fosters a sense of social responsibility.

Together, we're sowing
the seeds of a brighter, stronger future.

) |
the
Al

Join us at the YMCA.

205 Knoxville Ave., Athens
(423) 745-4904
athensmcminnymca.org
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With an estimated 10,000+ Daily Audience,
Advertise with the Morning Fax and
We’ll Show You to our Readers!

Contact: Stephanie Devine
Account Sales Representative
Email: radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
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McMinn County Arrest Reports

Brittany Campbell, 29 of Athens, was arrested by the MCSO
for Failure to Appear. Total Bond: $50,000

Bryan Martin, 27 of Athens, was arrested by the Athens PD for
Criminal Trespassing. Total Bond: $1,000.

Cheryl Crowe, 34 of Decatur, was arrested by the MCSO for
Possession of Schedule II Meth for Resale, Possession of Sched-
ule IV Klonopin, and Unlawful Drug Paraphernalia. Total Bond:
$33,000.

Christopher Johnkins, 35 of Sweetwater, was arrested by the
MCSO for Domestic Assault. Total Bond: $4,000.

Jamie Shelton, 45 of Athens, was arrested by the Athens PD for
Failure to Appear, Possession of Schedule II Cocaine, Unlawful
Drug Paraphernalia, Driving on a Suspended License, & Viola-
tion of Registration Laws. Total Bond: $8,000.

Kristopher Flanders, 36 of Hiwassee, GA, was arrested by the
THP as a Fugitive from Justice. No Bond.

Anthony Johnson, 38 of Riceville, was arrested by the MCSO
for Driving on a Revoked License. No Bond.

Sierra Lowe, 25 of Athens, was arrested by the Athens PD for
Violation of Probation, Evading Arrest, Reckless Endangerment,

Simple Possession/Casual Exchange, and Unlawful Drug Para-
phernalia. Total Bond: $11,500.

Marcus Wallaren, 52 of Cleveland, was arrested by the MCSO
for DUI. No Bond.

Blake Bivins, 28 of Knoxville, was arrested by the THP for
Aggravated Burglary and Criminal Conspiracy, both crimes
were from East Ridge. No Bond.

Thomas Massengale, 54 of Georgetown, was arrested by the
THP for Possession of Meth for Resale, Unlawful Drug Para-
phernalia, Driving on a Revoked License, Identity Theft, Posses-
sion of Schedule IT Meth, No Insurance, and Failure to Use Tail
light. Total Bond: $52,000.

Jack Headrick, 20 of Sweetwater, was arrested by the THP for
DUI, Speeding, and Violation of Registration Laws. Total Bond:
$2,000

The accused are considered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law. Information gathered us-
ing public sources.
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