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| son injured and resulting in a total loss of the structure.

The fire broke out around 5 p.m. and quickly spread through
.| the barn, which housed a hay baler, equipment, and approxi-
| mately 20 or more round bales of hay. Officials said the
| renter of the property sustained first- to second-degree burns
to their arms when the fire spread underneath a tractor.

1 The injured individual was treated at the scene by American
| Medical Response (AMR) personnel and later transported
1 by private vehicle to a local hospital.

Fire crews from Riceville, Athens Rural, Claxton, and Englewood rural fire departments responded to the
scene and worked to contain the blaze. Riceville Fire Assistant Chief David Wright served as incident com-
mander, while Athens Rural Fire Chief Chuck Burris oversaw operations.

The cause of the fire has not yet been determined.

Photo courtesy of Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural FD
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WaterGuard joins the Athens Chamber

A ribbon cutting was celebrated recently for new Athens Area
Chamber of Commerce member, WaterGuard, located in down-
town Athens and surrounding area. WaterGuard can help you
provide clean, safe water for your family by installing whole-
home water filtration. Contact them at 423.205.1044. Shown
here are Chamber and business representatives, Co-Owners of
Water Guard Luke Dalton and Michale Moody and Jason Bur-
ger, water specialists.

Source: Julie Simbeck, Program Director, Athens Chamber

Communities Recognize 911 Dispatchers

During National Telecommunicators Week

Communities across the United States are honoring the
vital work of 911 dispatchers during National Public
Safety Telecommunicators Week, observed April 12—-18.

Often called the “first, first responders,” telecommunica-
tors serve as the critical link between the public and emer-
gency services, answering calls, gathering essential infor-
mation, and coordinating police, fire, and medical re-
sponse during times of crisis. Each year, millions of
Americans rely on these professionals, who are trained to
remain calm and provide life-saving assistance under pres-
sure.

The national observance, established in 1981 and held an-
nually during the second week of April, aims to highlight
the demanding and often unseen role dispatchers play in
public safety. Local officials are encouraging residents to
take time this week to thank telecommunicators for their
dedication, professionalism, and commitment to saving
lives. Source: Dana Mashburn, McMinn E-911

Freedom Run
oK/ 1K

(423) 501-4938

EUREKA TRAIL
ATHENS, TN
wel0)

REGISTER: TOTAL RACE SOLUTIONS

AMANDA CARR
HOWARD

FOR

CIRCUIT COURT
CLERK

sEXPERIENCED

e HONEST
e HARDWORKING

cCOMMITTED
TO GET THE
JOB DONE!

PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090198882193
https://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
https://www.facebook.com/share/189nwtyvcJ/
http://www.facebook.com/WYXIam1390
https://post68tn.org/home/freedomrun/

SELL YOUR STUFF ON
THE TRADING POST!

423-745-1390 or 423-746-1390
(from 8:30 am - 9:30 am WEEKDAYS ONLY)

Th Morning Fax

News. This Morning.

tradingpost1390@gmail.com
(Anytime!)

®

) No email? No Problem! Click anywhere
G o( o m IC s Okay to distribute Click here to send your stories to on this ad to go to our Google Form
(with attribution) wyxiradio@gmail.com and we'll get your submission
INSTANTLY 24/7/365!

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 Morning Fax®...Today’s News This Morning Page 3 Athens, Tennessee |‘

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is looking into the circumstances surrounding
an officer-involved shooting that occurred early Friday morning in Cleveland.

At the request of 10th Judicial District Attorney General Stephen Hatchett, TBI agents
began investigating the incident, which happened around midnight in the 3900 block of
Adkisson Drive NW. Officers with the Cleveland Police Department responded to a
call about a man reportedly armed with a gun.

According to preliminary information, officers encountered Danny Davis, 51, at the scene. For reasons still
under investigation, the situation escalated when Davis allegedly brandished a weapon and pointed it at an of-
ficer. Two officers then fired their weapons, striking Davis. He was transported to a local hospital, where he

was later pronounced dead.

No officers were injured during the incident.

TBI agents are continuing to gather evidence and conduct interviews to determine the sequence of events.
Their findings will be submitted to the District Attorney General, who will review the case and determine

whether the officers’ actions were justified.

The TBI noted that it serves as an independent fact-finding agency in such cases and does not make determina-
tions regarding justification. The identities of the officers involved have not been released.
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Tennessee Wesleyan University will officially open its new baseball facility, Bobby
Goodfriend Field at Athens Insurance Stadium, on Friday, April 17, marking a major
milestone for the Bulldogs baseball program and the university community.

The grand opening celebration will begin at 5 p.m. with a tailgate event featuring com-
plimentary ballpark snacks for attendees. Pregame festivities are scheduled to start at
6:30 p.m., followed by a special dedication ceremony at approximately 6:45 p.m. First
pitch is set for 7 p.m. as the Bulldogs face Milligan University. The public is invited to
attend all portions of the event.

University officials say the new stadium represents a significant investment in both athletics and campus life, building on the pro-
gram’s strong tradition of success, including NAIA World Series national championships in 2012 and 2019.

The upgraded facility includes modern features designed to enhance both player performance and fan experience. Improvements in-
clude stadium lighting for night games, a video-capable scoreboard, an expanded playing surface and outfield area, and upgraded
seating throughout the venue.

Additional renovations to the concourse area include an improved press box, expanded concession stands, increased restroom capac-
ity, and enhanced seating areas designed to better accommodate fans, families, and visiting supporters.

University leaders say the project reflects a long-term commitment to excellence in Bulldog athletics while also creating a more en-
gaging and accessible environment for the community.

The stadium’s grand opening will officially introduce the facility as the new home of Tennessee Wesleyan baseball, providing a
modern setting for future seasons while honoring the program’s championship history. Source: Chrisi Jackson, TWU
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McMinn County Arrest Reports

April 12, 2026

Courtney Smith, 38 of Madisonville, charged with drug paraphernalia,
casual exchange possession of meth, and driving on a revoked license, Bond
$16,000.

Dennis Standridge, 26 of Athens, charged with violation of probation for
criminal trespassing, casual exchange and possession of meth, Bond
$6,566.45

Savannah Ball, 28 of Knoxville, charged with domestic assault, Bond
$2,000.

Brittany Walton, 36 of Niota, charged with casual exchange and possession
of meth, and drug paraphernalia, Bond $2,000.

Justin Darrell, 35 of Englewood, charged with failure to appear in Blount
County.

Obituaries

Herbert Cass Hickman, 76 of Decatur,
passed away on Thursday, April 9. There
will be a celebration of life on Wednesday
April 15 at Companion Funeral Home
from Spm-7pm with services being held at
7pm. Companion Funeral Home of Athens
and the Cody Family are honored to assist
his family with these arrangements.

Octavio Alvarado, 48 of Athens, charged with drug paraphernalia, and sim-
ple possession casual exchange of schedule 6.

Crystal Hatley, 48 of Sweetwater, charged with state violation of probation.

Billy Curtis, 26 of Athens, charged with state violation of probation, and drug
paraphernalia, Bond $1,000.

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a
court of law. Information gathered using public sources.

We encourage you to e-mail community events,
church news, school sports results or other items
of interest for possible use in the Morning Fax.
If you take a newsworthy photograph, send it to:

wyxiradio mail.com

REAL PROPERTY

SALE

Friday, April 17, 2026

Public Sale to Highest Bidder
Property Sold As-Is
Quitclaim Deed

For Information:
Call 423-263-2022
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