
The East Tennessee Foundation is now accepting applications for the 

2026 John D. Grubb and Louise G. Sumner Fund for Monroe County, 

offering grants to support the economic, social, cultural, and education-

al well‑being of residents across the county. Applications are open 

through July 31, 2026 at 5 p.m. Eastern. 

The fund was created in 1998 through a gift from Monroe County na-

tives John D. Grubb and Louise G. Sumner, who sought to expand edu-

cational opportunities and leave a lasting philanthropic legacy. Today, 

the permanent endowment continues to invest in projects that enhance quality of life and encourage creative 

use of local resources. 

Eligible applicants include 501(c)(3) public charities, units of government, public educational institutions, and 

houses of worship. Organizations may request $5,000 to $7,500, with grants awarded for a two‑year term run-

ning September 1, 2026 through August 31, 2028. 

ETF President & CEO Keith Barber said the grants will help nonprofits “meet critical needs and create mean-

ingful opportunities” for Monroe County communities, strengthening the region for future generations. 

More information and application materials are available on the foundation’s website, or by contacting Ashley 

Siferd Butler, Director of Competitive Grants, at abutler@etf.org. 
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Rainstorm Causes Hydroplane Crash on 
Hwy 411 in Madisonville Community News You Can Use 

A 2018 Kia Optima hydroplaned during heavy rain Friday 

around 4 p.m. on Highway 411 North in Madisonville, 

causing the driver to lose control, striking a fence. 

The driver and four passengers escaped without injury, 

according to responders. Englewood Rural Fire Depart-

ment and McMinn County Sheriff’s Deputy Ralph Creel 

were on scene, with Creel handling the investigation. 

Photos by Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural FD 

• The Athens Board of Zoning Appeals will meet 

Wednesday, July 22 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers (assuming a quorum). Agenda items in-

clude approval of minutes and a Use on Review re-

quest by the Athens‑McMinn Family YMCA for a 

child daycare center on a 3‑acre property (Tax Map 

046 Parcel 049.00). 

• Foster Village East Tennessee invites interested per-

sons to join them for a Volunteer Info Night this 

Thursday, July 23 at 6:00 p.m. to learn how to get 

involved and support the foster and kinship commu-

nity.  

• Main Street Athens is hosting their next community 

meeting on Thursday, July 23 at 6:00pm at the 

McMinn County Living Heritage Museum. Interim 

Director Amy Sullins will be sharing what she 

learned at the July Main Street Tennessee Quarterly 

Managers' Meeting. 
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http://www.athensbarncenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensBarnCenter


July 19, 2026 

Cody Morrow, 36 of Benton, charged with 

failure to appear for simple possession, Bond 

$4,000. 

Denver Elliott, 27 of Pikeville, charged with 

domestic assault. 

Bryson Cross, 23 of Benton, charged with 

public intoxication, Bond $3,000. 

Malik Macon, 24 of Athens, charged with 

criminal trespassing, Bond $1,500. 

Devon Bradley, 23 of Athens, charged with 

disorderly conduct, and resisting stop. 

Keon Love, 25 of Athens, charged with disor-

derly conduct, and assault, Bond $4,500. 

Christian McCaskill, 30 of Saccot, South Car-

olina, charged with assault, public intoxication, 

and disorderly conduct, Bond $6,000. 

Hector Vidal, 55 of Athens, charged with vio-

lation of probation. 

Courtney Hodge, 23 of Pikeville, charged with 

domestic assault. 

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.  
Information gathered using public sources. 

McMinn County Arrest Reports 
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