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FARRELL'S CUSTOM
CABINETS & TOPS

We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

Custom Cabinet & Countertop
Solutions for Every Space

931 County Road 172, Athens
(423) 462-4238

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping
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Athens, Tennessee

bers reported him missing when he failed to arrive for a planned fishing
trip on Watts Bar Reservoir.

According to the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), game
wardens were dispatched around 8:30 p.m. to the Tennessee Valley Au-

hority boat ramp off Highway 68 near Watts Bar Dam to investigate an
| overdue boater report.

Family members told authorities that 59-year-old Lee Roy Fairbanks had not arrived for the fishing trip as ex-
pected. Concerned relatives went to the boat ramp and discovered Fairbanks' boat adrift on the water with its
engine still idling, according to the report.

Rescue crews entered the water and recovered Fairbanks' body. TWRA reported that he was not wearing a life
jacket when he was found.

The incident marks Tennessee's 19th boating-related fatality of 2026, according to TWRA officials, who con-
tinue to stress the importance of wearing life jackets while on the state's waterways.

The investigation remains under the jurisdiction of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.

Source: WSMV.,.com

Start your Sunday off right with our
delicious and decadent Sunday
Lunch on the TN Wesleyan Campus!
Join us for a wide variety of lunch
classics and new favorites to satisfy
your cravings.

SUNDAY

LUNCH

) Every Sunday

*When school is in session.

Served all you care

© 11:00am - :30pm to eat style!

Q Sherman Dining Hall
204 E College Street, Athens TN 37303
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We encourage you to e-mail
community events, church
news, or other items of
interest for possible use
in the Morning Fax.

If you take a newsworthy
photograph,

US ON FACEBOOK

CLICKHERE OR VISIT

FACEBOOK.COM/WYXIAM1390

E-mail it to:
wyxiradio@gmail.com

320 N. White Street
athensartscouncil.org
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@ Civic Experience

e Community Service

e Veteran

355 TOM K&«

HAMILTON

—— FOR ATHENS CITY COUNCIL ——

Paid for by Hamilton for City Council, Cary Davis, Treasurer,

e Honesty
e Integrity
e Civility

Wednesday, October 14, 2026 Morning Fax®...Today’s News This Morning Page 2

Athens, Tennessee

Weekend Street Closures Planned for
Pumpkintown, Fright Fest

Driver Found Deceased After

Drivers should expect road closures
and traffic delays in downtown Athens
Oct. 23-24 as the city hosts the re-
scheduled Pumpkintown Festival and
Main Street Athens Fright Fest.

For Pumpkintown, Madison Avenue
from Hill Street to Green Street, Wash-
ington Avenue from Church Street to Green Street, Horns-
by Street from Church Street to Green Street, White Street
from College Street to Bank Street, North Jackson Street
from College Street to Highway 30, Long Street from
Washington Avenue to Madison Avenue, and Baxter Street
from Washington Avenue to Highway 30 will be closed
from 4 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, until 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
24,

In addition, Jackson Street from Green Street to Madison
Avenue, the downtown city parking lot, and Market Park
Pavilion will be closed from 1 p.m. until 11 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 24, for Main Street Athens Fright Fest.

Source: City of Athens

Vehicle Discovered Off Highway 30

A driver was found
deceased Sunday
-l evening after a co-
| worker located a
{ vehicle that had been
missing since Friday
near Athens.

According to re-
sponding agencies, a
co-worker  discov-
ered a 2005 Jeep
WXR off Highway
30 East near County
Road 556 around 6
p.m. Sunday after
searching for the

= vehicle and its driv-
er. Preliminary reports indicate the Jeep left the roadway, struck a
guardrail, and went airborne into a wooded area that was not visible
from the highway.

Emergency responders located the driver deceased at the scene.

Responding agencies included AMR, the McMinn County Sheriff's
Department, Etowah Rural Fire Department, Athens Rural Fire Depart-
ment, and Tennessee Highway Patrol Trooper Jaylon Skipper, who is
investigating the crash. Photo by Etowah Rural FD
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One person was
injured in a two-
vehicle crash Sun-
day afternoon at
the intersection of
Highway 411
South and County
|Road 875 in
- ; S e = = 5 |Etowah

According to emergency responders, a 2014 Toyota Tacoma and a 2017 Dodge Ram pulling a 2018
Seismic fifth-wheel camper collided around 12:30 p.m. The driver of the Toyota was treated at the

scene and transported by AMR to Starr Regional Medical Center in Etowah. No other injuries were
reported.

Etowah Rural Fire Department, Englewood Rural Fire Department, and Tennessee Highway Patrol
Trooper Andrew Metelits responded to the scene.

Photos by the Etowah Rural FD

THE GEM PLAYERS PRESENTS

vore __CHRIS

65 DURANT TULLOCK PRODUCTION D R Ew

“w mme SGo = | ATHENS CITY COUNCIL
UGS e & THE MOST QUALIFIED CANDIDATE THROUGH EDUCATION,

A Historic interprtation of actual Murders that ccured in Etowah’s first 50 WORK EXPERIENCE, AND CIVIC INVOLVEMENT TO LEAD

years. Take a stroll down Tennessee Avenue while listening to the stories of

“MURDER” from the victims and killers as performed by the Gem Players. THE CITY OF ATHENS FORWARD...

Athens, TN City Attorney for greater than 25 years providing advice and guidance to

City Council, Athens Planning Commission, and Athens Community Development,
BEGINNING AT THE L&N DEPOT ON TENNESSEE AVE, ETOWAH Public Works, Finance, Police and Fire Departments;

Tickets go on sale September 14th - $15 each - may be purchased from o  TENNESSEE
the Gem Players or LaMone Rose - Call 423-263-3270 or 423-506-6067. | : EXPERIENCED DEPENDABLE QUALIFIED
Reservations are required and tickets are limited. R COMMESSON

PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE
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McMinn County Arrest Reports
October 12, 2026

James Shelton, 43, of Athens, charged with criminal
trespassing, and resisting stop. Held without bond.

Angela Goins, 56 of Athens, charged with failure to
appear. Held without bond.

Those accused are considered innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.
Information gathered using public sources.
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With an estimated 10,000+ Daily Audience,
Advertise
with the Morning Fax and

We’ll Show You to our Readt%! y

Contact: Stephanie Devine
Account Sales Representative

nailcom  Phone#: 423-462-5309
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Early Morning Fire Heavily Damages
Etowah Home Friday

An early morning house
fire Friday caused exten-
_ | sive damage to a residence
@ on Jackson Street in
= Etowah.
¥ According to reports from
the scene, the homeowners
were staying in a make-
= shift apartment behind the
house while the structure
—~ |was being fumigated.
Around 3:30 am., the
’ owner noticed smoke and
flames coming from the kitchen area at the rear of the residence
and called for help.
When firefighters arrived, the center portion of the home was
already heavily involved in flames. Crews worked to bring the
blaze under control, but the residence sustained significant dam-
age.
Responding agencies included Etowah City Fire Department,
Etowah Rural Fire Department, Englewood Rural Fire Depart-
ment, AMR, the McMinn County Sheriff's Department, and
Etowah Utilities Board.
Etowah City Fire Captain Dustin Ruebush served as incident
commander at the scene. Photo by Lynn Ingram, Englewood
Rural FD

NEW SELECTION
OF GENTLY USED
CLOTHING,

WOMEN AT THE WELL

L MINISTRIES
HOUSEHOLD E L +
A RAIN

oN'T Shine
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$5 ENTRY FOR SNEAK PREVIEW
ON THURS OCTOBER 15 @ 4-6PM
ESLEYANNA COMMUNITY BUILDING

649 COUNTY ROAD 609
ATHENS, TN 37303

FRI OCT 16 @ 9AM-4PM
SAT OCT 17 @ 9AM-12PM

+

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE MINISTRY
QUESTIONS? CALL (423)745-0010

Burke Carroll

for

Athens City Council

www.abbyburkecarroll.com

Paid for by the Campaign to Elect Abby Burke Carroll
to Athens City Council, Treasurer Abby Burke Carroll



http://www.wyxi.net/tradingpost.htm
mailto:radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
https://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
http://www.facebook.com/thewell0010
http://www.abbyburkecarroll.com/
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com

Smith Funerad & Cremation Servicey of Atheny

“59 Years of Dedicated Service”
Jerry E. Smith, LFD, 1010 S. White Street e Athens

A Complete Funeral Home, Chapel & Visitation Rooms

A caring staff of professional, licensed directors ® Only the best quality funeral supplies ®
Made in the U.S.A. ¢ Any type of service you desire ®* We serve all faiths. ¢
We offer pre-planning service ®

Competitive pricing ® Locally owned & operated.
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James Edwin Sliger, 89 of McMinn County, passed away on
Saturday, October 10. Edwin worked for Bowater Southern Paper
Company in Calhoun. He retired from there in 2002. Edwin was a
member of Athens Lutheran Church. Funeral services will be con-
ducted, 1:00 pm, Friday, October 16 in the chapel of Smith Funer-
al Home. Interment will follow in McMinn Memory Gardens. The
family will receive friends from 11:00-1:00 pm, Friday at the fu-
neral home prior to the service. Smith Funeral & Cremation
Services of Athens is honored to serve the family of James Edwin
Sliger.

Jackie Dale Horton, 75, of Madisonville, TN passed away Sun-
day, October 11. No formal services will be held. Bordwine Fu-
neral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrangements.

Robert Franklin “Bobby” West, 85, of Ten Mile, passed away
on Friday, October 9. He was a Vietnam veteran, loved farming
and working on cars. Bobby retired from the Kingston Steam
Plant and later worked at Ten Mile Stone Company. He was a
member of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. Visitation will be held
on Friday, October 16 at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church from 1:00-
3:00 PM. A funeral service will be held at 3:00 PM. Interment
will follow at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church Cemetery. Ziegler
Funeral Home has been entrusted with serving the family of
Robert Franklin “Bobby” West.

Gene “Geno” Newman, 59, of Etowah, passed away on Sunday,
October 11. Gene spent at least 40 years installing hardwood
flooring in and around McMinn County. A memorial service will

Obituaries

be held at 6:00 p.m., Thursday, October 15 in the chapel of
Bordwine Funeral Home. The family will receive friends from
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Thursday prior to the service. Bordwine
Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrangements.

Joyce Faye Powell Yates, age 82, a native and lifelong resident of
McMinn County, passed away on Monday, October 12, 2026. She
grew up in the Hillsview community near Riceville and was raised
by her grandparents. Joyce attended Hillsview Elementary School
and graduated from Calhoun High School. She was a lifelong
member of Short Creek Baptist Church, where she accepted the
Lord as her personal Saviour (while attending Bible School)
around 8 years of age. Visitation will be held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 15, 2026, from 12:00-2:00 PM at Ziegler Funeral Home with a
funeral service to follow at 2:00 PM. Interment will follow funeral
services at Foster Cemetery in Niota with Reverend Jimmy Lewis
and Reverend Vic King officiating. Ziegler Funeral Home has
been entrusted with serving the family of Joyce Faye Powell
Yates.

Lee Roy Fairbanks, age 59, a native and lifelong resident of
Meigs County, passed away on Sunday, October 11, 2026. God
took him while he was doing what he enjoyed most. He was an
avid fisherman and hunter. Visitation will be held on Wednesday,
October 14, 2026, from 1:00-3:00 PM at Ziegler Funeral Home
with a funeral service to follow at 3:00 PM. Interment will follow
funeral services at Walnut Grove Cemetery with Dustin Martin
officiating. Ziegler Funeral Home has been entrusted with serv-
ing the family of Lee Roy Fairbanks.

BOSS’S DAY - FRIDAY
10/16/26

Don’t guess any longer
on that gift for the Boss
on Friday.

Heavenly Creations
by Jen, LLC
Florist has the perfect
gift for him or her.
AL

These Chaos Coordinator mugs
are so cute with fall flowers. Or, if
you prefer, a cup full of candy to
maybe sweeten them up a little bit.
Either way, give us a call.

= PRICES «

© Fall arrangement in mug
with key chain - $50.

® Mug and key chain with
candy - $35.

ORDER EARLY

Call early, as there are limited
quantities: (423)453-5319.

Early Voting

Learn where | stand &
what Unite for Progress

S

4 TENNESSE
UNITE FOR PROGRESS

4 TN - Treasurer Kat Ce
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