
McMinn County Schools recognized its top educators and staff members for the 2026-27 school 

year during an awards ceremony held Oct. 29 at the McMinn County Center for Educational Ex-

cellence. 

Leading the honorees was McMinn Central High School social studies teacher Teri Blair, who 

was named the district's Overall Teacher of the Year as well as Grades 9-12 Teacher of the Year. 

Other district-level winners included Nikki Blair of Englewood Elementary School (Pre-K-4 

Teacher of the Year), Summer Keylon of Calhoun Elementary School (Grades 5-8 Teacher of the 

Year), and Destiny Peace of McMinn Central High School (Novice Teacher of the Year). 

The district also recognized Robert "Cody" Casteel of E.K. Baker Elementary School as Princi-

pal of the Year and Charles "Patrick" Underwood as Supervisor of the Year. In addition, 

Teachers of the Year from schools across the county were honored for their dedication to student 

achievement and service to their school communities. 

Source: Camille Luttrell, McMinn County 

Schools 

McMinn County Schools Honors Educators of the Year 
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 Tue: Loudon 600 Gamble St  10:30 - 2                         

Thu: Athens Family Dollar  10:30 - 7           

Fri: Sweetwater Main St Marketplace  10:30 - 2:30 

https://www.facebook.com/allthingsexterior.net/
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://bowaterecu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq
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Community News You Can Use 
Friendly Fellow Club Begins 

2026 Christmas Food Basket Drive 

The Friendly Fellow Club has announced the return of 

its annual Christmas Food Basket Drive, continuing a 

tradition of helping McMinn County families during the 

holiday season for nearly 90 years. 

Applications for assistance will be available beginning 

the week of Nov. 9 at participating local banks and 

credit unions. Completed applications must be returned 

by Nov. 30, and applicants must be McMinn County 

residents to qualify. 

Food box distribution is scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 

22, from 8:30 to 11 a.m. at the National Guard Armory. 

The organization, which operates entirely through vol-

unteers, is also seeking donations. Contributions may 

be made online at friendlyfellows.org, mailed to P.O. 

Box 325, Athens, TN 37371, or dropped off at The Dai-

ly Post-Athenian office. Donations may also be made in 

honor or memory of a loved one. 

• The Noon Book Club at E.G. Fisher Public Li-

brary will meet Wednesday, Nov. 11. Paul Will-

son will lead a discussion of Sequoyah by Grant 

Foreman. In recognition of Veterans Day, at-

tendees will learn about Sequoyah, who was also 

a veteran. A light lunch will be provided. 

• The Athens Parks and Recreation Department’s 

annual Mother-Son Dance will be held Saturday, 

Nov. 14, at 6:30 p.m., with doors opening at 5:30 

p.m. Tickets are available online at:        

https://secure.rec1.com/TN/athens-tn/catalog,     

by phone at 423-744-2704, or in person at the 

Parks and Recreation office, 122 Regional Park 

Drive. Organizers encourage families to purchase 

tickets before the event sells out. 

https://tinyurl.com/Morning-Fax-Subscribe
http://www.dynastyspasstore.com/
http://www.friendlyfellows.org
https://secure.rec1.com/TN/athens-tn/catalog
http://www.tsalinotch.com/


November 05, 2026 

Reagan Muncy, 35, of Englewood, charged with 

burglary, theft of property under $1,000. Bond 

$12,000. 

Erin Silvernail, 33, of Englewood charged with 

public intoxication. Bond $1,000. 

Christopher Graham, 38, of Knoxville, charged 

with violation of probation for theft, and is being 

held without bond. 

November 06, 2026 

Megan Conner, 25, of Madisonville, charged 

with violation of probation. Bond $730. 

Jody Jackson, 27, of Madisonville, charged 

with state violation of probation. 

James Green, 59, of Athens, charged with vio-

lation of the sex offender registry. Bond 

$40,000. 

Anthony Ledford, 25, of Manchester, charged 

with violation of the sex offender registry. 

Daniel Callerson, 54, of Ten Mile, charged 

with driving on a revoked license. Bond $4,000. 

Beck Sewell, 45, of Charleston, charged with 

DUI. Bond $2,000. 

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.  

Information gathered using public sources. 

McMinn County Arrest Reports 
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Compass ionate         
Service in  Your 
Time of Need  

I 
n times of grief, making difficult decisions about 
how best to honor the memory of someone so    
important can be overwhelming. We are here to 

help with complete, professional and compassionate 
funeral planning services to meet your needs and 
respectfully celebrate the life and legacy of your 
loved one. 
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Obituaries 
Winfred Eugene "Gene" Daniels, 85, of Ten Mile, 

passed away on Thursday, November 5. Gene had a 

deep passion for the outdoors. He cherished every mo-

ment spent hunting and fishing, finding joy and peace 

in nature's embrace. No formal services will be held, 

per Gene's request. Decatur Funeral Home & Cre-

mation Services is honored to serve the Daniels fami-

ly.  

George Thomas Pritchett, 87, of Athens, passed away 

on Wednesday, November 4. He was retired from UPS 

as a delivery driver and served in the United States Ar-

my. A visitation will be held on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 11, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at Ziegler Funeral Home. 

Graveside services with military honors will be held on 

Thursday, November 12, at 2:30 PM at Sullins Ceme-

tery. Ziegler Funeral Home has been entrusted with 

serving the family of George Thomas Pritchett. 

Evelene “Tennie” Fetzer, 92, of Etowah, passed away 

peacefully Saturday, November 7. She was a longtime 

and faithful member of North Etowah Baptist Church, 

where she found joy in worship and fellowship with 

her church family. A graveside service will be held at 

Green Hill Cemetery Tuesday, November 10, 2026 at 3 

p.m.  Bordwine Funeral Home in charge of arrange-

ments. 

Geraldine Leone Covell, 99, of Sweetwater, passed 

away on Thursday, November 5. Survivors and memo-

rial services to be announced by:           

M.D. Dotson and Sons Funeral Home & Cremation Service.  

Danetta Louise Kimpson Wilson, 82, passed away on 

Friday, November 6. Survivors and funeral arrange-

ments to be announced by:             

M.D. Dotson and Sons Funeral Home  of Athens.  

 

http://www.zieglerfuneralhome.com/
https://www.decaturfuneralsandcremations.com/
https://www.decaturfuneralsandcremations.com/
https://www.zieglerfuneralhome.com/
https://www.bordwinefuneralhome.com/
https://www.dotsonfh.com
https://www.dotsonfh.com

